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Hong Kong – Education, Training & Skills Sector 

 
 Education is the largest expenditure item in the financial budget, representing nearly 

17.6% of total government recurrent expenditure of 3.6% of total GDP. 

 There is no entry barrier for overseas education and training institutions to offer 

programmes in Hong Kong. 

 There is registration exemption for distance learning courses and courses conducted in 
collaboration with local higher education institutions. 

 There is a strong demand for quality international school places and a market preference 

for alternative curriculums e.g. International Baccalaureate (IB) 

 Hong Kong is seen as a gateway to and from Mainland China and attracts talent 

internationally. The Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership (CEPA) provides 
added benefits for service suppliers establishing a presence in Hong Kong to enter the 

Mainland. 
 

Early Childhood Education Provision 

 
 There is a growing demand for high-quality, British-style education in Hong Kong. 

 UKTI is partnering with local property investment groups to bring in high quality British 

early childhood and primary education providers who aspire to establish playgroups, 

nursery schools, childcare centres and kindergartens in Hong Kong. 
 Student financial assistance is available to students from pre-primary to post-secondary 

levels to ensure access to education. 

 
International Schools 

 

 There are 50 international schools in Hong Kong featuring alternative curriculums, offering 

about 41,000 places, which face strong demand with long waiting queues, especially at the 
primary levels. 

 UK schools have been successful operators in this market for a long time, developing a 

strong brand reputation. 
 Recent British schools that have opened or are due to open in Hong Kong have been 

Harrow School, who opened Hong Kong’s first British boarding school in 2012; and Malvern 

College and Shrewsbury School are due to open in 2018. 

 UKTI plans to assist supporting more UK schools in establishing a presence in Hong Kong 

and Macao, either through official government tenders or in partnership with high-net-
worth individuals and local institutions. 

 
Higher and Continuing Education 

 Foreign higher education institutions can set up functional operations in Hong Kong without 

necessarily offering education programmes locally, attracting young or career-minded 
individuals to apply for foreign accredited programmes to upgrade academic qualifications 

and improve career prospects. 

 There is a HK$2.5 billion (approximately £225k) Self-financing Post-secondary Education 

Fund to enhance the quality of self-financing post-secondary education. There are also tax 
breaks for individuals incurring self-education expenses. 

 The Continuing Education Fund (CEF) subsidises adults to pursue continuing education, 

covering financial / business management, logistics, creative industries, design, 
communication skills and language etc. Successful applicants can be reimbursed as much 

as 80% of fees. 

 
Training 

 
 There is a strong appetite for new skills and knowledge, with an emphasis on language 

proficiency and work-life balance. 
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 Training in leadership development, team building, communication and 

presentation skills, stress management etc. are well-received in Hong Kong. 

 Hong Kong professional bodies require members to attend seminars or participate in 

trainings to maintain their qualifications. 
 

Educational Technology and Resources 
 

 The New Technology Training Scheme supports staff training in new technologies for 

commercial applications that will significantly benefit Hong Kong. 

 Promotion of eLearning in schools is high on the Hong Kong Government’s education 

agenda.  
 With a history of competitive educational technology innovation, UK providers are well-

places to support Hong Kong organisations and schools in developing their educational 

technology to support eLearning initiatives.  
 UKTI supports high-value events, trade shows, trade missions and expos in Hong Kong. 

UKTI are organising a UK Publishing Trade Mission to the Annual Hong Kong Book Fair 

from 20th – 26th July 2016.  

 
 

Key Characteristics of HK 
 

 Hong Kong is part of China but is a free market, and often regarded as one of the freest 

markets in the world. 
 Hong Kong rates as one of the highest countries in surveys that look at the ease of doing 

business. 

 There is a rule of law here and UK common law is in place here, which means that all the 

contracts will be very familiar for any British company. 

 English is one of the official business languages here. 

 There is not as much corruption here as other parts of Asia, which is a huge advantage 

when undertaking any of the tendering processes for business. 
 There is also a great support network here, not only from UKTI, The British Chamber of 

Commerce in Hong Kong, but also a great network of contractors and consultants to do 

business with. 
 

Contact: Phillippa Lennox-King, British Chamber of Commerce Hong Kong; 

Phillippa@britcham.com; tel: (852) 2824 2231 

 
 


