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Confidence Levels 

---- Recession ---- 

Britain has a long history of strong shared interests with Egypt; the UK is the largest foreign investor in 
Egypt and total trade volume between the two countries came close to £2 billion in 2014.   
 
Egypt is entering a period of political and economic stability. A reform-minded government embarks 
on an ambitious programme to stimulate the Egyptian economy by launching a number of major 
projects involving both the public and private sector, i.e. the Suez Canal development project, the 
Damietta grain hub, the nuclear energy project at Daba’a, the North Coast Development and the 
Golden Triangle mining project in the Red Sea region, as well as a 4,000 kilometre national road 
network.  
 
Meanwhile its core strengths remain - preferential trade agreements, a highly competitive and skilled 
labour force, low utility costs, proximity to key global markets, and a large domestic consumer market 
(90 million).     
 
The EBCC’s Quarterly Trade Report gives you our economic and trade outlook for Egypt, and 
statistical information on trade between Egypt and the UK for the period Q1-3 2015 (January to 
September 2015). 

 
UK Trade Confidence Index 
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The Quarterly Economic Survey issued by the British 
Chamber of Commerce (BCC) conducts research into the 
balance of UK firms who are confident that turnover will 
improve over the next 12 months. Confidence was at a 
low point during the global recession but has gradually 
picked up particularly from Q2 of 2013. Both the 
manufacturing sector and service sector saw high levels of 
business confidence in Q2 2015, this decreased somewhat 
in Q3 2015.  
 
The export orders balance fell in Q3 2015 from +14% in the 
previous quarter to +3%. The export sales balance fell to 
+7%, down from +18% in the previous quarter.  
 

 

  

 Export Orders 

+3% 

 Export Sales 

+7% 

- Balance of firms who are 
confident that turnover will 
improve over the next 12 
months. Balance figures 
are determined by 
subtracting the percentage 
of companies reporting 
decreases in a factor from 
the percentage of 
companies reporting 
increases.  
 
Source: British Chambers of 
Commerce 
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Overview  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

World 
The World Trade Organisation (WTO) lowered 
its forecast for world trade growth in 2015 to 
2.8%, from 3.3% in April, and reduced its 
estimate for 2016 to 3.9% from 4%.  
 
These revisions reflect a number of factors that 
weighed on the global economy in the first half 
of 2015, including falling import demand in 
China, Brazil and other emerging economies; 
falling prices for oil and other primary 
commodities; and significant exchange rate 
fluctuations.  
 
If trends continue, 2015 will mark the fourth 
consecutive year in which annual trade growth 
has fallen below 3%. This will also mark the 
fourth year where trade has grown at 
approximately the same rate as world GDP, 
rather than twice as fast - as it has done in the 
1990s and early 2000s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UK 
The BCC forecasts UK exports to grow by 3.6% 
and imports by 4.1% in 2015. In 2016, UK exports 
are expected to grow by 2% and imports by 
1.5%. 
 
 
2015 
 
 
 
2016 

Egypt 
Egypt’s imports, mainly wheat, declined year on 
year in September by 23%, driving down the 
country’s trade deficit to register LE29.5 billion 
($3.7 billion) comparing with LE38 billion ($4.8 
billion) in the same month last year, according to 
state statistics body CAPMAS. Total imports 
reached LE40.6 billion ($5.2 billion) as wheat 
imports have declined by 50.3% in September, 
with imported petroleum products down 16%.  
 
Exports also decreased in September by 25.4% 
compared to the same period in 2014 registering 
LE11 billion ($1.4 billion). This was attributed to the 
falling value of some commodities such as crude oil 
(down 47%) and textiles (down 19.2%).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Imports 
LE 

40.6bn 

Exports 
LE 11bn 

Deficit 
LE 29.5 

bn 

September 2015 

World trade growth 

+2.8% 
 

Exports 
+ 3.6% 

Imports 
+ 4.1% 

Imports 
+1.5% 

Exports 
+2% 
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UK Export Index  
 

 
Many types of exports require supporting commercial documentation. Chambers of Commerce issue 
certified trade documentation required for exports outside the EU and as a result have amassed a 
significant dataset around UK goods exports. The Egyptian-British Chamber of Commerce does the 
same but solely for UK goods exports to Egypt. The data collected from this process shows an index of 
trade document certification.  
 
World 

 
There is a decrease in the volume of UK trade documents certified on the quarter. Taking 2007 as a 
base year at 100, the index for Q3 2015 stands at 115.53. This represents a drop of 4.6% compared to Q2 
2015. Year on year, trade documentation fell by 1.2% (see table below).   

 

Source: British Chambers of Commerce 

 
Egypt 

 
Compared to 2007, the volume of UK trade documents certified for export to Egypt dropped 
significantly in Q3 2015. The economic recession, but in particular the turmoil following the Egyptian 
revolution in 2011 caused a serious drop in trade volume between the UK and Egypt. However, we 
witnessed rapid recovery and growth in the second half of 2014, into 2015. Growth in Q4 2014 surpassed 
our estimates, export documentation increased by 30.1% year on year.  

Year on year, export documentation for Egypt continued to grow steadily in the first half of 2015; 
however we are witnessing a slight decline in Q3 2015 compared to the same period a year before as a 
result of the rapid growth at the end of 2014. In Q3 2015 documentation decreased by 3.1% compared 
to Q3 2014. Q3 2015 also dropped on the quarter by 5.7% (see table below).    

 

Percentage Change (%) 
 Q3 2015 

2007 = 100 
Q3 2015 

compared to Q2 2015 
Q3 2015  

compared to Q3 2014 
Volume index of 

export documentation 54.4 -5.7% -3.1% 
 
 
Trade Outlook 

 
The figures for Q3 2015 are in line with our previous estimates that trade documentation between 
Egypt and the UK will not see a significant increase in 2015 compared to last year. 2014 proved an 
exceptionally strong trade year with rapid recovery particularly in the last six months of the year. Q3 
and Q4 2015 are not expected to perform as well as in 2014. In our previous report we projected a 

Percentage Change (%) 

 
Q3 2015 

(2007 = 100) 
Q3 2015 

compared to Q2 2015 
Q3 2015 

compared to Q3 2014 
Volume index of 

export documentation 115.53 -4.6% -1.2% 
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decrease of 3% for Q3 2015 compared to the same period last year; the actual figures are in line with 
our estimates. The strong performance of the first two quarters of 2015 is likely to boost the 2015 figures 
to ensure a trade outcome similar to – if not slightly higher than - 2014.  
 
The HMRC trade statistics show a similar leveling out of growth; where UK exports to Egypt grew by 3% 
in Q2 2015 compared to 2014, Q3 records a 3% drop compared to the same period last year. Egyptian 
exports to the UK performed worse than last quarter and dropped by a significant 28.6% compared to 
the same period a year earlier. We will look at the reasons behind this drop later in this report (tables 
from page 6). As estimated in our previous report, the figures have fallen further since the drop 
recorded during the previous quarter.  
 
The strong recovery in 2014 can mainly be attributed to the election of new Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi and subsequent economic and political stabilisation. The quick launch of the Suez Canal 
project (Aug. 2014), release of a medium term investment strategy by Egypt’s Ministry of Investment as 
part of Egypt’s Economic Development Conference (EEDC) in Sharm El Sheikh, as well as an increased 
confidence of Egyptians in economic recovery boosted figures tremendously. Furthermore, global credit 
rating agencies Standard & Poor’s, Fitch and Moody’s all upgraded Egypt’s rating to B in recent 
months (stable/positive).  However, delays in organising the parliamentary elections (the third and final 
step in Egypt’s political roadmap), slower than expected changes to economic policies, and continuing 
ambiguity surrounding the monetary policies and limitations to the outflow of foreign currency all 
negatively affect global trade relations with Egypt in the short term. We see the effects of this on Q3 
2015 figures.  
 
We expect trade to pick up gradually after 2015 as GDP growth increases and foreign investment and 
tourism returns to Egypt, bringing increased economic stability to the country. Newly introduced 
Central Bank of Egypt monetary policies have already increased foreign currency availability in the 
Egyptian market. A further stabilising factor is the election of a new parliament at the end of last year. 
Egypt's new parliament convened on Sunday 10 January in its first session in three years.  
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 Egypt 
 

 

 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 e 

GDP (% growth) 2.1 2.2 4 4.2 

Export  (US$ m) 25 24 21 22 

Import (US $m) 59 58 60 63 

Inflation (%) 6.9 10.1 10.3 10.2 

Exchange Rate (per $) 6.98 7.13 7.61 7.55 

Population (% growth) 2 2.4 2.1 2.1 

Source: Central Bank of Egypt 

Economic Outlook    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
UK Trade Statistics MENA & Egypt 
 
 
Sectors to Watch 
 
 

                                                                                      
 
 

Fitch Ratings affirms Egypt’s rating at ‘B’ with a 
stable outlook  
Egypt's ratings balance a high fiscal deficit and 
debt/GDP ratio, low foreign reserves coverage of 
imports and recent volatile political history, with 
low external debt and progress in implementing a 
wide-ranging economic reform programme.  

Fiscal consolidation cut the deficit to a preliminary 
12.5% of GDP in FY15 (to end June) from 17.6% of 
GDP in FY14. Further deficit reduction is anticipated 
in FY16, with various new measures implemented. 
However, the introduction of VAT, the largest single 
revenue-raising measure, has been delayed.  

Fitch expects fiscal consolidation throughout the 
forecast period, but with savings partially offset by 
higher social spending and spending commitments 
in the new constitution the deficit is forecast to 
remain high.  

Moderate deficit reduction and stronger nominal 
GDP growth are forecast to put the debt/GDP ratio 
on a downward trend, ending a multi-year 
deterioration. Reserves have declined to less than 

three months of current external payments and 
foreign exchange rationing continues. Prospects for 
the balance of payments have been set back by a 
shock to the tourism industry. FDI has increased and 
is expected to rise and some multilateral support is 
arriving. 
 
The rating is supported by the absence of a recent 
history of debt restructuring. Economic momentum 
has slowed recently, due to shortages of foreign 
exchange and the impact of fiscal consolidation. 
However, energy shortages are being addressed 
and public and private investment is rising.  
   
Outlook 
Fitch assumes that growth will be weaker in FY16 
and will average around 4% over 2016 and 2017. 
Inflation is forecast to remain near 10%.  
A new parliament starts its term in late December, 
following elections that formally completed the 
political transition. Supporters of the president 
appear to dominate the parliament. The regime of 
President Sisi retains broad consent and in Fitch's 
view, political stability has improved under his rule. 
However, serious insecurity incidents have occurred 
in the Sinai and remain a risk factor.  

   Source: Fitch 
      
    
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Energy & Mining         Healthcare                Education               Retail & Trade             Transportation            Urban Planning 
               & Logistics 
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In the years prior to 2008, Egypt recorded a 7% share of MENA (Middle East & North Africa) trade 
with the UK on average. As a result of the revolution in Egypt and Middle East Region- and 
subsequent political and economic turmoil over the past four years - Egypt’s percentage share of 
MENA trade with the UK dropped significantly. In Q3 2015 the gradual recovery witnessed in Q3 and 
Q4 2014 slowed. Egypt’s share of MENA imports from the UK decreased from 5.8% to 5%.  Egypt’s share 
of MENA exports to the UK also dropped from 6.3% to 5.6% year on year.  
 
UK Exports to MENA & Egypt 

UK Exports to the MENA region increased by 11.9% in Q2 2015 compared to the same period in 2014. 
The results were largely positive across the region; a decrease was recorded in Morocco (-8%), and Israel 
(-4%). Both Saudi Arabia (+32%) and Qatar (+29%) saw the most significant increase in trade volume 
(see table and chart below).  
 

  Q1-3   2014 Q1-3   2015 % change 

MENA £13,399bn £14,993bn 11.9 

Egypt £773m £750m -3 

% share of MENA 5.8 5  

 

UK Exports to MENA % Share 

 
Source: HM Revenue & Customs 

 

UK Imports from MENA & Egypt 

35% 

26% 

10% 

5% 

5% 

3% 
2% 

2% 

12% 

UAE 

Saudi Arabia 

Qatar 

Israel 

Egypt 

Kuwait 

Morocco 

Oman 

Others 
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UK Imports from the MENA region declined by 19.2% in Q3 2015 compared to the same period a year 
earlier. Egyptian exports to the UK performed worse than the MENA region average and dropped 
28.6% year on year. In Q4 2014 Egyptian exports increased by 12% y-o-y; here we are witnessing a 
continuing leveling out of trade growth mentioned in our previous quarterly report. With the exception 
of Qatar (+15%) Saudi Arabia (+1%) most MENA countries recorded a drop in export to the UK for Q2 
2015 compared to the same quarter a year earlier; i.e. Algeria (-42%), Kuwait (-39%), UAE (-18%).  
  

  Q1-3   2014 Q1-3   2015 % change 

MENA £11,721bn £9,475bn -19.2 

Egypt £741m £529m -28.6 

% of MENA 6.3 5.6  

 
 
UK Imports from MENA % Share 
 

 

 
Source: HM Revenue & Customs 

 
 

 

 

 

 

21% 

17% 

16% 

16% 

9% 

6% 

6% 

5% 
4% 

Qatar 

Algeria 

UAE 

Saudi Arabia 
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Egypt 

Morocco 

Kuwait 

Others 
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UK Trade Statistics MENA & Egypt – Product Breakdown 
 

 
UK Exports to Egypt 
 
As we saw earlier in this report, UK exports to Egypt dropped by 3% in Q3 2015 compared to a year 
earlier; this represents a further fall from Q2 2015 where exports increased by 3% compared to the same 
period a year before. The UK exports a significant amount of machinery to Egypt – this is still the UK’s 
main export product to Egypt. They are primarily machinery parts that are assembled in Egypt and 
re-exported globally. The cost of assembly (labour, land and utilities) is significantly lower in Egypt 
compared to the UK. Export of machinery parts picked up again in Q3 2015 after a slowdown at the 
end of last year, adding an extra £17m to the overall UK export volume compared to the same period 
a year earlier.   
 
Other UK export products that continue to perform well are paper products (+76%), as well as 
transport vehicles and equipment (+110%). At the end of 2014 we estimated a continuous growth in 
export of transport products; this quarter’s performance surpasses Q2 2015 (+74%). The Suez Canal 
project is underway, and Egypt launched its medium term development strategy earlier this year 
which includes a great number of new construction projects. One of these is a national road 
construction project (4,000 km), Egypt’s third largest project after the construction of the Suez Canal 
and a new Capital City.  
 
Export of metals for the construction industry in Egypt continues to drop in the third quarter of 2015. It 
is the major contributor to the slowdown in UK exports to Egypt, recording a drop of £112m (61%) 
compared to the same period last year. After the drop in export of UK fruit and vegetable products in 
Q1 2015, quarter 2 statistics were encouraging and the upward trend continues for Q3. The sector 
picked up significantly to cover the drop in Q1 2015, and now records a 13% increase year on year.  
 
As the Central Bank of Egypt tightens its control on import products in an effort to limit the outflow of 
foreign currency, certain UK export products will experience a decline in demand. Recently published 
new decrees (supplement to this report, page 13-17) further make the import of certain retail products 
more complex. These Central Bank & Customs policies affect global exports to Egypt in 2015, not just 
UK exports. As Egypt’s foreign currency position improves, we expect these limitation will gradually be 
lifted in 2015.      

 
UK Exports to Egypt (Q3 2015) – by major product groups  
 

 

 
Source: HM Revenue & Customs 

8% 

26% 

17% 6% 

43% 

Food & beverages 

Raw materials, petroleum & petroleum products 

Chemicals, pharmaceuticals & related products 

Textiles & manufactured goods 

Machinery & transport equipment 

http://www.theebcc.com/themes/ebcc/uploads/files/Ministry%20of%20Investment%20Strategy.pdf
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Rank Commodity 2015 2014 % Change 

1.  Machinery & Mechanical Appliances (16) 243,690,248 226,429,102 7.6 

2.  Chemicals (6)  122,321,881 123,311,984 -0.8 

3.  Transport & Equipment (17) 91,461,243 43,457,968 110.5 

4.  Base Metals & Articles of Base Metal (15)  71,315,426 183,678,880 -61.2 

5.  Plastics, Rubber and Articles Thereof (7) 60,653,391 59,422,454 2.1 

6.  Vegetable Products (2) 

of which Fruit & Vegetables 
34,260,997 

32,905,293 
30,410,975 

29,551,996 
12.7 

11.3 
7.  Paper & Paperboard (10) 33,189,340 18,863,465 75.9 

8.  Medical & Other Instruments and Parts (18) 29,737,275 30,640,952 -2.9 

9.  Prepared Foodstuffs (4) 16,473,178 12,840,035 28.3 

10.  Mineral Products (5) 16,119,165 16,993,310 -5.1 

11.  Precious Stones, Metals & Jewellery (14) 8,190,214 6,472,146 26.5 

12.   Live Animals & Animal Products (1) 6,381,079 3,866,016 65.1 

13.  Textiles & Textile Articles (11) 6,318,808 7,343,316 -14 

14.  Miscellaneous Manufactured Articles (20) 5,192,432 3,495,107 48.6 

15.  Building Materials (13) 2,129,878 1,699,125 25.4 

16.  Fashion Accessories (12) 1,122,969 921,863 21.8 

17.  Leather, Hides & Skins (8) 514,782 365,000 41 

18.  Art & Antiques (21) 386,267 168,234 118.9 

19.  Animal or Vegetable Fats & Oils (3) 267,923 331,795 -49.4 

20.  Wood and Articles Thereof (9) 70,838 532,143 -86.7 

21.  Arms & ammunitions (19) 14,256 3,435 315 

22.  Other Products (22) 183,092 63,885 186.6 

Total 750,076,682 772,563,986 -2.9 
All figures are in £ thousand                                                                                                      Source: HM Revenue & Customs 
 Full product index on page 11 
 
 
Egyptian Exports to the UK 

 
 
Mineral products (including oil & gas) were Egypt’s main export product in 2014, but export of these 
products slowed significantly in Q1 2015, and continues to slow rapidly in Q2 and Q3. In line with global 
Egyptian exports, the lower value of crude oil resulted in a significant drop in exported value (not 
quantity) of crude oil to the UK - from £265m in Q3 2014 to £58m in Q3 this year. Furthermore, the 
export of bituminous minerals is negligible this quarter. Last year Egypt exported petroleum products 
with a value of over £21m to the UK. Currently these products are mostly used domestically in the 
construction of Egypt’s vast new road networks.   
 
The export of machinery and mechanical appliances now far outweighs the export of mineral products 
as Egypt’s main export product to the UK. Export of machinery grew by 39% - or £50m – compared to 
Q3 2014. Specifically, the export of turbojets grew from £18m in Q3 2014 to £64m in the current quarter; 
this is one of the largest Egyptian export products in Q3 2015. The export of insulated wires, cables and 
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other insulated electric conductors to the UK is still strong; it contributes £100m to overall Egyptian 
exports to the UK in Q3 2015.   
 
Egypt’s traditionally high performing export products such as textiles and garments (-10%) and fresh 
produce (-4%) recorded a drop in 2014 that continues into Q3 2015, the fresh produce sector performs 
better in Q3, the sector was down by 14% in Q2 2015 compared to a year earlier. Textile products are 
now ranked second and fresh produce exports third on the list of Egyptian exports to the UK (see chart 
and table below). The gradual slowdown in these sectors is largely contributed to the government’s 
withdrawal of subsidy for trade missions and other promotion of these vital products in foreign 
markets.   
 
Egyptian Exports to the UK (Q3 2015) – by major product groups 
 

 
 

Rank Commodity 2015 2014 % Change 

1.  Machinery & Mechanical Appliances (16) 176,223,761  126,506,675 39.3 

    Machinery & Mechanical Appliances 69,105,574 25,352,404 172.6 
 Of which: Turbojets 64,489,432 18,309,377 252.2 
    Electrical Machinery & Equipment 107,118,187 101,154,271 5.9 
 Of which: Insulated Wire, Cable and 

Other Insulated Electric Conductors 
100,157,785 94,434,045 6.1 

2.  Textiles & Textile Articles (11) 94,773,877 104,863,768 -9.6 

3.  Vegetable Products (2), of which: 

   Fruit & Vegetables 
92,821,051 

86,850,402 
96,429,689 

90,436,732 
-3.7 

-4 

4.  Mineral Products (5), of which: 58,296,844  286,713,965 -79.7 

    Crude Oil 57,982,351 264,839,599 -78.1 
    Petrol & Oil from Bituminous Minerals  1,433 21,679,346 -100 

5.  Chemicals (6) 21,903,861 30,601,785 -28.4 

6.  Plastics, Rubber and Articles Thereof (7) 21,511,970 18,329,396 17.4 

7.  Building Materials (13) 18,821,208 19,861,588 -5.2 

8.  Paper & Paperboard (10) 11,330,602 14,771,832 -23.3 

19% 

24% 

5% 18% 

34% 
Agricultural products, food & beverages 

Raw materials, petroleum & petroleum products 

Chemicals, pharmaceuticals & related products 

Textiles & other manufactured goods 

Electrical appliances, power generators, transport 
and other machinery 
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9.  Medical & Other Instruments and Parts (18) 8,647,517 8,969,601 -3.6 

10.  Precious Stones, Metals & Jewellery (14) 5,949,458  19,929 29753.3 

11.  Base Metals (15) 5,571,652 18,761,273 -70.3 

12.  Transport & Equipment (17) 4,275,845 3,574,636 19.6 

13.  Fashion Accessories (12) 2,306,464 2,563,101 -10 

14.  Miscellaneous Manufactured Items (20) 2,183,383 4,026,094 -70.3 

15.  Prepared foodstuffs (4) 1,194,468 2,768,203 -56.9 

16.  Wood and Articles Thereof (9) 772,739 436.254 77.1 

17.  Art & Antiques (21) 769,109 670,220 14.8 

18.  Animal or Vegetable Fats & Oils (3) 277,444 38,163 627 

19.  Leather, Hides & Skins (8) 190,250 477,813 -60.2 

20.  Live Animals & Animal Products (1) 18,087 36,077 -49.9 

21.  Other (22) 992,054 1,008,776 -1.7 

Total  528,831,644 741,428,838 -28.6 
All figures are in £ thousand                                                                                                           Source: HM Revenue & Customs 
Full product index on page 11   

 
 
Full Product Index 
1. Live animals; animal products 
2. Vegetable products 
3. Animal or vegetable fats and oils and their cleavage products; prepared edible fats; animal or 

vegetable waxes 
4. Prepared foodstuffs; beverages, spirits and vinegar; tobacco and manufactured tobacco 

substitutes 
5. Mineral products 
6. Products of the chemical or allied industries 
7. Plastics and articles thereof; rubber and articles thereof 
8. Raw hides and skins, leather, furskins and articles thereof; saddlery and harness; travel goods, 

handbags and similar containers; articles of animal gut (other than silkworm gut) 
9. Wood and articles of wood; wood charcoal; cork and articles of cork; manufactures of straw, of 

esparto or of other plaiting materials; basket-ware and wickerwork 
10. Pulp of wood or of other fibrous cellulosic material; recovered (waste and scrap) paper or 

paperboard; paper and paperboard and articles thereof 
11. Textiles and textile articles 
12. Footwear, headgear, umbrellas, sun umbrellas, walking-sticks, seat-sticks, whips, riding-crops 

and parts thereof; prepared feathers and articles made therewith; artificial flowers; articles of 
human hair 

13. Articles of stone, plaster, cement, asbestos, mica or similar materials; ceramic products; glass 
and glassware 

14. Natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-precious stones, precious metals, metals clad with 
precious metal and articles thereof; imitation jewellery; coins 

15. Base metals and articles of base metal 
16. Machinery and mechanical appliances; electrical equipment; parts thereof, sound recorders and 

reproducers, television image and sound recorders and reproducers, and parts and accessories 
of such articles 

17. Vehicles, aircraft, vessels and associated transport equipment 

https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/4
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/4
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/5
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/6
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/7
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/8
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/8
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/9
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/9
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/10
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/10
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/11
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/12
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/12
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/12
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/13
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/13
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/14
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/14
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/15
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/16
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/16
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/16
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/17
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18. Optical, photographic, cinematographic, measuring, checking, precision, medical or surgical 
instruments and apparatus; clocks and watches; musical instruments; parts and accessories 
thereof 

19. Arms and ammunition; parts and accessories thereof 
20. Miscellaneous manufactured articles 
21. Works of art, collectors' pieces and antiques 
22. Others 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

© The Egyptian-British Chamber of Commerce 
 
2nd Floor    T. 020 7499 3100  
24 New Broadway  info@theebcc.com 
W5 2XA London    www.theebcc.com 
        

https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/18
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/18
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/18
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/19
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/20
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections/21
http://www.theebcc.com/
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Important Instruction 

Issued by the Egyptian Customs Department 

According to the directive No. 202 issued on 17 November 2015 relating to the implementation of Article 

23 & 30 of the Customs Law, the importer or his agent is obliged to lawfully present the following 

documents:  

1. The value of the imported items listed in the original pro forma invoice authenticated by the 

Chamber of Commerce, as well as all documents related to cost; shipping cost, insurance cost and 

all other expenses. 

 

2. The invoice should comply with Article No. 8 of the Importation Regulation. 

 

3. The certificate of origin and other documents specifying the country of origin should be 

presented with the legalisation of the Embassy or the Egyptian Consulate in the exporting 

country.  

 

After providing a grace period of one month, it is obligatory to implement this directive from 17 

December 2015 with a full commitment to supply all information requested, without any exception on 

any other customs order.   

Clarification of above instruction: 

Import Regulation: 

Article 8: It is stipulated for the release of imported goods, that they be accompanied by an invoice with 

the name of the producer, the trademark if applicable, address, telephone number, fax, and email address. 

Source: 

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/egypt/documents/eu_egypt/trade/importexportregulationmd770_2005_e

n.pdf 

Customs Law:  

Article: 23(7) The concerned party shall submit the purchase contracts or original invoices indicating 

therein the contract terms, as well as the documents connected with the goods, duly approved by an entity 

specified or accepted by Customs Department. If it transpires to Customs Department that the documents, 

wholly or partly, or in some of their data, are incomplete or invalid, the department may not reckon with 

them. The concerned party shall be informed in writing, and upon its request, of the reasons on which the 

decision of the Department is based.  
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Article 30(8) The shipping and transport establishments, and the natural and juridical persons who have 

any connection with customs operations, shall maintain and keep all papers, registers, instruments and 

documents connected with these operations. Importers of foreign goods and those who purchase directly 

from them for trading purposes shall maintain and keep the papers and documents establishing the 

settlement of the tax. All other holders of foreign goods who keep these goods for trading purposes shall 

maintain any document indicating the source of these goods. The Minister of Finance shall issue a decree 

determining the rules, procedures and periods to be observed in maintaining the papers, registers, 

instruments and documents referred to in the previous clauses. The concerned customs officials shall have 

the right to view and have access to any of the papers, registers, documents and instruments stipulated 

upon in this article, and seize them in case any violation is established in them. 

Source: http://www.mof.gov.eg/SiteCollectionDocuments/Customs%20Law.pdf 
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Ministerial Decree No. 991 / 2015 

Special Conditions Regarding the Importation of Certain Commodities  

The Ministry of Trade & Industry announces that certain products that are exported to Egypt for the 

retail market have to be registered at the General Organisation for Export & Import Control. This fully 

goes into effect 60 days after the first announcement on 30 December 2015.  

The following finished products imported for retail market purposes will in future need to be 

registered:  

1. Dairy products  

2. Canned and dried fruits  

3. Edible oils & fats 

4. Chocolate and cocoa products  

5. Sugar products  

6. Pastas, grain products (bread) and bakery products 

7. Fruit juice  

8. Mineral, natural, sparkling water and soft drinks 

9. Cosmetics, dental products, deodorants, bath products, and perfume ingredients. 

10. Soap and detergents 

11. Floor covers  

12. Tableware, cutleries and utensils   

13. Sanitary ware, tubs, sinks, toilets and toilet seats 

14. Toilet paper, sanitary & cosmetic papers and baby diapers 

15. Household tiles 

16. Table glassware  

17. Reinforced steel bars 

18. Household appliances (stoves, blinders, AC systems, fans, washing machines, fryers, heaters) 

19. Office & household furniture 

20. Bicycles and motorcycles 

21. Watches 

22. Household lighting equipment 

23. Toys 

 

 

 

 

 

 This Decree signed by Eng. Tarik Kabila, Egyptian Minister of Trade & Industry, 

Dated:  30th of December 2015.  
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                                     Ministerial Decree No. 992 / 2015 

 

Regarding the Registration of the Qualified Factories for Export of their 

Products into the Arab Republic of Egypt  

 

It is compulsory to present the following documents to register the factories exporting the products listed 

in Decree 991 / 2015 of the Arab Republic of Egypt. The application for registration is to be submitted by 

the legal representative of the factory or the owner of the trade mark - or who is appointed by either of 

them - and should be supported by the following legalised documents: 

 

1. A copy of the factory's license; 

2. A certificate of the legal entity of the factory and its range of products;  

3. The trade mark of the product and the trade marks that are being produced under the license provided 

by the owner of the trademark; 

4. A certificate stating that the factory is implementing the quality control systems, environmental 

regulations, international labour law regulations and the international accords organisation. This 

certificate should be issued by a recognized institution (inspection company) accredited by the 

International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) or accredited by an Egyptian or foreign 

governmental body approved by the Ministry of Foreign Trade;  

5. A list of the factories that are producing this trade mark; in case the owner of the trade mark is the one 

to submit the application;  

6. Approval from the factory to accept technical inspection to assure the compliance with the 

environmental and health & safety regulations and that the factory will provide all the assistance to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

This Decree signed by Eng. Tarik Kabila, Egyptian Minister of Trade & Industry, 

 Dated:  30th of December 2015.  

 

 


