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Sheffield  
City Regions
Located at the heart of the UK, Leeds and Sheffield City 
Regions represent the largest functional economic area 
in the UK outside of London, with a combined population 
of 5 million people, and a workforce of 2 million.

The history of our cities and towns is rooted in manufacturing, heavy industry,  
and related corporate services. Manufacturing remains very strong here,  
but the two City Regions now have a diverse employment, business and  
knowledge base, including one of the strongest financial and professional  
service sectors outside of London. This helps to support the largest advanced 
manufacturing cluster, low carbon and food & drink sectors in the UK. 

Facilities such as our purpose-built Advanced Manufacturing Park in Sheffield 
continue to attract world-leading technology and engineering innovators.  
Those already here include Boeing, Rolls-Royce, Tata Steel, Siemens VAI,  
Koyo Bearings, Bridon International, Pegler Group, Outokumpu, David Brown, 
Cummins, Covance, BorgWarner, DePuy, Smith & Nephew, Kidde, Hallmark, 
Nestle, Arla and Coca-Cola.

We are also home to the strategic operations of major organisations such  
as HSBC, Lloyds, HBOS, IBM, B Braun, Deloitte, Ernst and Young, Aviva,  
DLA, Polestar, Sandvik, IKEA, Amazon, ASOS, Walmart-Asda, Morrissons,  
and Sweet & Maxwell. 

The City Regions also boast the largest concentration of universities in Europe,  
with 10 institutions producing over 80,000 graduates per year. One of our two 
teaching hospitals is the largest in Europe. These institutions provide unrivalled 
research and development support to local businesses, ensuring they remain 
globally competitive in a fast-changing business environment.

Getting Here
Well connected by road and rail, our City Regions  
sit at the intersection of the strategic Euroroute E20  
(St Petersburg to Shannon), and the E15 (Inverness 
and Algeciras). With London less than two hours 
away by rail, together we present a strong and 
affordable location for European Corporate HQs 
across a variety of sectors. 

London – 2 hours by train, 3 hours by road
East coast ports – 1 hour by road
West coast ports – 1 hour 30 by road
Manchester International Airport –  
1 hour by road or rail

The City Regions also benefit from easy access  
to international airports. Our own Leeds-Bradford 
and Doncaster-Sheffield Robin Hood airports are 
complemented by Manchester International Airport 
just an hour away by road or rail, which provides 
direct long-haul flights across the globe.



Our Ambition
Our ambition is simple - to become the European capital  
of medical engineering, providing a home for companies 
from across the globe setting up operations in Europe,  
or looking for a base close to high-growth markets  
in Russia, the Middle East and Africa.

Leeds and Sheffield City Regions are 
already the UK home of orthopaedic 
manufacturing, and related medical 
engineering. With a long-established 
history, expertise developed over 
generations and world-class innovation 
capacity, we offer an unrivalled business 
environment – not only for companies 
in this sector, but for suppliers and 
global purchasers.

We are also working hard to help  
our existing companies thrive –  
by promoting their products and 
services worldwide, facilitating 
innovation links, supporting sector 
networks, and providing investment, 
land and property support.

Our ambition is simple -  
to become the European  
capital of medical engineering



DePuy International
DePuy International (Johnson & 
Johnson) - represents the products  
of DePuy in all markets outside  
North America. DePuy delivered  
9% growth and revenues of $5 billion 
in 2008 (of J&J’s $23 billion in its 
Medical Devices and diagnostics 
division). DePuy International has both 
its marketing and R&D headquarters 
in Leeds, employing over 200 staff.  
In 2008 it represented over $525 million 
of the organisation’s turnover. The 
company orchestrates considerable 
R&D activities from this base with 
very strong relationships with the 
University of Leeds. 

Products include many of the world’s 
leaders in hip, knee, trauma and spinal 
surgery - Charnley®, LCS® and PFC® 
Knee Systems and the Isola® Spinal 
System. The Leeds manufacturing 
capability originated from the 1990 
acquisition of Charles F Thackray, 
developer of the world renowned 
Charnley Hip System. In the US, 
DePuy has manufacturing facilities  
in Indiana, Massachusetts, California 
and Florida, with European production 
facilities in France, Ireland, Switzerland 
as well as the UK.

Headquartered in Warsaw, Indiana, 
USA, Johnson & Johnson’s DePuy 
subsidiary is one of the world’s 
leading orthopaedic companies  
and the oldest manufacturer of 
orthopaedic implants in the US. 
DePuy’s products are primarily used 
by orthopaedic specialists and spinal 
neurosurgeons to treat patients with 
musculoskeletal conditions resulting 
from degenerative diseases, deformities, 
trauma and sports-related injuries. 
DePuy consists of the following 
companies, DePuy Orthopaedics -  
a leading manufacturer of orthopaedic 
devices, including hip, knee and 
extremity replacements, bone cement, 
trauma, orthobiologics and operating 
room products. DePuy Orthopaedics 
is based in DePuy’s headquarters in 
Warsaw. DePuy Mitek - a manufacturer 
of devices for surgery, focuses on 
sports medicine and reconstruction, 
including suture anchoring implants 
for tissue reattachment. DePuy  
Spine - manufactures implants  
and technologies for the treatment  
of cervical, thoracic, lumbar and 
sacral spinal pathologies.

www.depuy.com/uk

Smith and Nephew
Smith and Nephew is the UK’s  
largest Medtech company, and one  
of the leading and fastest growing 
orthopaedics companies in the world, 
collectively employing over 9,700,  
of which 1,653 are in the UK. The 
company operates in 32 countries. 
2008 saw a revenue of $3801 million 
a 13% increase on 2007 with a market 
capitalisation of close to $10 billion. 
Smith and Nephew is a global medical 
technology business, specialising  
in Orthopaedic Reconstruction, 
Orthopaedic Trauma and Clinical 
Therapy, delivering products such  
as the world famous Birmingham  
Hip resurfacing system.

The group’s principal research facility 
is located in York, underpinning 
longer-term technology requirements 
and an annual investment of  
$152 million in areas such as  
bio-resorbable materials, cell biology 
and non-invasive healing devices.  
In-house research is supplemented 
by work performed by academic 
institutions and other external research 
organisations principally in the UK 
and the US. The facility also provides 
state-of-the-art training for clinicians.

The company’s recent work includes 
the introduction of Oxidized Zirconium 
(Oxinium), which reduces wear debris 
and contains an undetectable amount 
of nickel to create longer lasting knee 
implants, and the development of 
Crosslinked Polyethylene which extends 
the life of hip implants by also reducing 
the amount of wear debris generation. 

www.global.smith-nephew.com

Our Companies
Our City Regions boast a unique cluster of orthopaedic-related 
companies, including DePuy’s international HQ (Johnson & Johnson) 
and Smith & Nephew’s UK research and development centre.  
Major global players continue to invest here. Both Symmetry Medical 
(USA) and Orchid (USA) have recently created their European Hubs 
out of Sheffield, with a combined European market share considered 
to be over 50% of all forged/cast implants. 

Our businesses include all key sectors  
of orthopaedic markets and respective  
supply chains such as:
•  Reconstruction/joint replacement  

(hip/knees/shoulder) 
• Spinal 
• Trauma
• Orthobiologics
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The sector is supported by a comprehensive 
implant and instrument design and manufacture 
supply chain. This includes leading design, testing, 
manufacturing (casting/forging/machining and 
finishing), packaging and sterilization companies. 
It is complemented by leading manufacturing 
expertise (advanced engineering, metals, ceramics 
and polymers) and an emerging yet significant 
biomaterials/bio tech R&D base.

Orthopaedic manufacturing turnover 
Source: SIC Analysis, Y&H Regional Economists Unit



JRI Orthopaedics Ltd
JRI Orthopaedics is one of the  
UK’s leading orthopaedic implant 
companies. Established in 1970,  
JRI manufactures and markets  
world-wide the Furlong® range 
of hip and knee joint replacements.  
In 1985 the Furlong® H-A.C. was the 
first hip prosthesis in the world to be 
used clinically with a coating of 
hydroxy-apatite, now used in over 
100,000 patients worldwide. It won 
the coveted Queen’s Award for 
Technological Achievement in 1993. 
Headquartered in London with state 
of the art manufacturing facilities  
in Sheffield, the company employs 
more than 100 staff utilising Supravit® 
H-A.C. coating applied using 
proprietary vacuum plasma spraying 
technology. The company now 
possess an 8% share of the UK 
market and exports represent  
45% of sales.

www.jri-ltd.co.uk

Sheffield Precision 
Medical Ltd
Sheffield Precision Medical specialises 
in the diverse design, prototyping  
and production of low to high volume 
surgical instruments and associated 
products. The company has a growing 
global client base, including market 
leading multi-national OEMs who 
provide implants and instrumentation 
to hospitals and health professionals 
worldwide. The company offers a 
total manufacturing solution, taking  
a product from concept, through 
design partnership, prototype  
and batch manufacture; providing 
customers with a high quality  
product in competitive time frames. 

www.sheffieldpm.co.uk

Orchid
Orchid is a leading industry supplier 
to the OEM joint replacement and 
spinal markets and operates globally. 

www.orchid-orthopedics.com

B Braun Medical
B Braun Medical UK Ltd remains  
part of the larger B Braun Group  
and is headquartered in Sheffield. 
One of Europe’s largest medical 
device companies, who deliver 
extensive joint replacement, computer 
navigation and spinal programmes.  
The company’s UK HQ and national 
distribution centre employs 350  
and the UK group has a turnover of  
$170 million. It also has a significant 
manufacturing and finishing facility, 
which produces orthopaedic implants  
and instrumentation. 

www.bbraun.co.uk

Symmetry Thornton (TPC)
Symmetry Thornton is a division of 
Symmetry Medical, the world leading 
US Orthopedic components supplier. 
Symmetry Thornton (TPC) specialises 
in precision forging, casting, rapid 
prototyping, machining and full 
finishing for orthopedic implants,  
with over 100 years of manufacturing 
experience. The company has 
invested heavily in new facilities at  
its Sheffield site with a turnover in the 
region of $40 million with 280 staff. 
Trade Names: Bridgeback, EZ Clean, 
Euroster, MOD II, MOD III, Optiflex, 
Optimill, Othy and Polyvac. 

www.symmetrymedical.com

Ceramisys Ltd 
Ceramisys is a small UK manufacturer 
of innovative bone graft biomaterials 
for orthopaedic repair and soft tissue 
enhancement. Ceramisys formed in 
2001 and developed ReproBone bone 
graft substitutes to act as an ideal 
scaffold for bone support/regeneration, 
and porous integrated orbital implants 
for rapid soft tissue ingrowth. 

www.ceramisys.com

Xiros PLC
Xiros was originally incorporated as 
Leeds Ligaments in 1984. Xiros plc 
was established in 2000 to provide 
innovative medical design, 
engineering and manufacturing 
services for minimally invasive 
surgical implants with a particular 
emphasis on textile-based solutions 
for sports medicine and orthopaedic 
surgery. The company has a $7 million 
turnover, exporting over 90% of its 
products, and recently launched  
a $4 million challenge to surgeons 
and developers for new products 
ideas via its Fastrax R&D service. 

www.xiros.eu.com

Claro Precision 
Engineering
Claro Precision Engineering has  
15 years experience in the design  
and manufacture of orthopaedic 
medical implants/tools and optical 
surgical instruments, delivering 
FMEA, design, prototyping and 
manufacturing services to clients 
ranging from leading multinational 
corporations to new start up 
businesses. The company has  
over $3 million of medical turnover 
and 50 employees. 

www.claro.co.uk

Kirkstall Precision Ltd
Kirkstall Precision was originally 
established in 1988 but took its 
present name after a management 
buy-out in January 2007. The focus  
of the company is to supply precision 
surgical instruments and components 
to the medical profession and a  
wide range of other industries. 
Already working on behalf of some 
key global clients including leading 
multi-national OEMs who provide 
implants and instrumentation to 
hospitals, Kirkstall is keen to expand 
this client base. 

www.kirkstallprecision.co.uk

Harvard Healthcare Ltd
Harvard Healthcare are suppliers of 
superior sports injury, trauma and 
orthopaedic products. The company 
was established in May 2007 by two 
industry experts who believe there is 
a place for a dedicated orthopaedic 
business with a philosophy based  
on cost savings, premium quality 
products and a responsive personal 
service. The company offers a 
comprehensive range of orthopaedic 
wires in a variety of lengths and  
tip configurations. All products are 
manufactured in the UK, using only 
ISO approved implantable grade 
stainless steel. All products comply 
with the Medical Device Directive 
93/42/EEC for implantable products 
and carry the CE mark. 

www.harvardhealthcare.co.uk

Neo Garner Ltd
Neo Garner, Sheffield, provides 
business, operational and sales 
consultancy services in support  
of medical device manufacturers, 
QMS and regulatory consultancy 
services, QMS implementation  
and training, remediation management 
of CE Marked medical devices and 
technical files, remediation management 
of quality and business management 
systems, and advice for start-up 
medical device businesses. 

neil.garner@neogarnerltd.co.uk

Our City Regions are also home to a 
comprehensive implant and instrument design 
and manufacture supply chain. This includes 
leading design, testing, manufacturing  
(casting/forging/machining and finishing), 
packaging and sterilisation companies.



Our Innovation

The two City Regions boast exceptional 
research strengths in musculoskeletal 
diseases, recognised by the National 
Institute for Health Research (NIHR) 
which has based two of its three  
$7.5 million national Musculoskeletal 
Biomedical Research Units here.  
These focus on bone metabolism/
osteoporosis, arthritis and rheumatology. 
We also have a long standing track 
record of successful commercialisation 
of orthopaedic products such as the 
world’s first hip system (Charnley Hip 
System®), the Furlong® Hydroxy-Apatite 
Ceramic (H-A.C) prosthesis and an 
ultrasound bone densitometry to  
detect weakened bones.

The award winning Biomaterials and 
Tissue Engineering Centre of Industrial 
Collaboration in partnership with  
Leeds, Sheffield and York universities 
(BITECIC Ltd) acts as research  
gateway for technology development 
with universities in the sector. 

www.bitecic.com

The Institute of Medical  
and Biological Engineering
The largest multi-disciplinary orthopaedic engineering 
research group in Europe is based here - the Institute of 
Medical & Biological Engineering (IMBE) at Leeds University. 
With a goal of ‘50 active years after 50’, IMBE is dedicated 
to improving the quality of life of an ageing population. 

Attracting over $16m research funding in areas such as 
joint replacement and tissue substitution therapies, the 
Institute employs over 100 researchers and has the world’s 
largest experimental functional simulation of artificial joints. 
Investment attracted from partners, including significant 
investment from the Wellcome Trust, brings IMBE a step 
closer to its ambition of becoming the world’s leading 
medical engineering research centre by 2015.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-ZjqGL3agQ

The IMBE has a range of dedicated experimental and 
computational facilities to aid research, including materials 
screening analysis, pin-on-plate friction testing, joint simulation, 
heart valve simulation, metrology, general testing, and 
computational facilities. For more information on any of  
the facilities please contact Dr Louise Jennings, Research 
& Laboratory Manager, l.m.jennings@leeds.ac.uk.

www.imbe.leeds.ac.uk 
www.medicaltechnologies.co.uk

The Institute of Medical and Biological Engineering is  
part of a wider innovation eco-system spanning the  
City Region’s 10 universities and commercial research  
and testing facilities. It includes collaborative research  
in underpinning technologies such as materials and 
composites (metals/alloys, ceramics and polymers), 
robotics, computer aided surgery, minimally invasive 
devices, orthobiologics/biomaterials, tissue engineering 
and stem cells. 

‘ Our vision is relatively simple. We expect to be the 
largest, and recognised as the leading medical 
engineering research centre in the world by 2015’

Professor John Fisher,  
Director of the Institute of Medical 

and Biological Engineering

The knee simulator at Leeds University’s 
Institute of Medical and Biological 
Engineering is the largest in Europe



The EPSRC Centre for Innovative 
Manufacturing in Advanced Metrology
Surface Metrology research conducted at the University 
and as part of the EPSRC Centre has a well-established 
track record of innovation and an international reputation  
in this area. Surface measurement and nano-metrology  
is the group’s original core field of expertise, measuring 
and characterising the nature of surfaces down to  
nano-scale. This work has application in such diverse 
areas as aerospace (e.g. jet engine performance and 
efficiency), medical devices (e.g. wear characteristics  
of artificial joint implants) and micro-electronics.  
The group have worked for many medical device 
companies including DePuy and Stryker. 

The research team is acknowledged to be one of the  
very best in its field. They have devised and set no fewer 
than 15 international standards for the measurement  
of complex surfaces as diverse as aero-engine turbine 
blades, artificial hip joints, sheet steel, engine cylinder 
bores and bullet identification. The main researchers  
from this group sit on both ISO and BSI Technology 
committees and a government advisory board for  
National Measurement System, and have significantly 
influenced frontier research in the subject area.

www.hud.ac.uk/cimam

Bradford University School of 
Engineering, Design and Technology
The School of Engineering, Design and Technology at 
Bradford University specialise in research in advanced 
materials for orthopaedics. Their manufacture  
is undertaken by the Medical Engineering team,  
and the Research and Knowledge Transfer Centres  
for Advanced Materials Engineering (AME) and  
Polymer Micro and Nano Technology (Polymer MNT). 

www.brad.ac.uk/acad/irc/welcome/polymer_team.htm

Polymer MNT currently have a Knowledge Transfer 
Partnership (KTP) with Invibio Ltd, a provider of 
polyaryletheretherketone (PEEK)-based biomaterial 
solutions to medical device manufacturers around the 
world. The KTP is to develop process innovation in the  
field of implantable PEEK micromoulding applications. 

Within the Medical Engineering team, research interests  
lie in the application of mechanical analysis to biological 
systems, ranging from organic molecules and cells  
to prosthetics and human movement. Research into 
biomaterials includes cartilage characterisation and  
the development of cartilage substitutes, as well as  
cell adhesion studies. Research into orthopaedics  
and prosthetics mechanics includes joint replacement, 
fracture fixation, orthotics, and lower limb prosthetics. 

The Centre for Biomaterials  
and Tissue Engineering 
The Centre for Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering  
at the University of Sheffield brings scientists, engineers 
and clinicians together for research and development  
on biomaterials, devices, implants and bioreactors,  
tissue engineering, imaging and analysis, stem cells  
and computational systems biology. The centre draws  
on unrivalled expertise within the university in ceramic  
and glass technology. 

www.shg.sheffield.ac.uk 

The Centre for Health Economics (CHE)
The Centre for Health Economics at the University of York, 
together with colleagues from the Department of Health 
Sciences and Centre for Reviews and Dissemination,  
were ranked equal first in the UK for health services 
research in 2008. The Centre includes the Team for 
Economic Evaluation and Health Technology Assessment 
(TEEHTA). A major activity for the team is the design, 
conduct and analysis of applied economic evaluations. 
These include integrated economic and clinical randomised 
trials, decision analytic modelling studies and economic 
and statistical evaluation of observational and retrospective 
data sets. The CHE conducts research on behalf of NICE, 
the licensing body for the UK’s National Health Service.

www.york.ac.uk/che

Sheffield Hallam University
Sheffield Hallam University (SHU) has research expertise  
in biomedical science, materials engineering and health 
and social care, offering commercial services from initial 
product design to end product testing. Specific services 
include molecular analysis, biomaterial testing, toxicity 
studies, anti corrosion/anti biofouling solutions, assay 
development, corrosion and structural integrity assessment 
and testing, materials analysis, polymer and nano-composite 
services, analysis of structure and phase of metals, surface 
cleanliness and conformity to standards, measurements  
of friction, wear and tear mechanisms, and development  
of prototype anti-biotic coatings.

Researchers at SHU have developed a unique hydrogel 
delivery system that contains stem cells and chemical 
factors that may combat degeneration and promote 
growth of damaged inter-vertebral discs. 

Knowledge transfer has also included work for Trulife UK 
on carbon fibre ankle foot orthoses (AFO). Researchers 
combined anthropometric research data relating to people’s 
size with Trulife’s knowledge of the market to create a 
sophisticated CAD framework that could easily be modified 
to create a wide range of mould forms. The team used  
in-house prototyping facilities to create a set of moulds 
 for testing and evaluation. Trulife verified these through  
a series of trials with end users. The new process has 
halved production time and significantly reduced energy 
consumption. The mouldings are of higher quality and 
more accurately reflect the human form.

www.shu.ac.uk/business

 Our City Regions 
include the largest 
concentration of 
Universities in Europe 
with ten institutions 
producing 80,000 
graduates a year



Doing Business Here
The UK‘s legal system is one of  
the world’s most supportive for 
businesses. A recent assessment  
of 183 countries by the World Bank 
ranked the UK 4th for ‘ease of doing 
business’ – with key factors including 
a regulatory environment conducive 
to starting a businesses, the ability 
to enforce contracts, general legal 
protection for business and a pragmatic 
and transparent approach to 
upholding intellectual property rights.

The UK is outside the EU’s Exchange 
Rate Mechanism and has full 
autonomy in issuing currency and 
setting interest rates. The UK has  
a relatively lightly taxed economy, 
with the overall tax burden well 
below the average for the European 
Union and, in particular, countries 
such as Germany, France, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Sweden, 
Denmark and Italy. 
Source: Eurostat, 2010.

 
Corporate Tax Rates
Source: UKTI

The “standard” or “main” rate of corporation tax in the UK 
will be 24% per cent from April 2012 and is planned to 
reduce to 22% from April 2014. The UK has the largest 
network of treaties for the avoidance of double taxation 
globally and the majority of UK-based companies also 
benefit from an exemption from corporation tax on any 
foreign dividends that they receive. The UK also has an 
extensive range of capital allowances that allow the costs 
of capital assets to be written off against taxable profits.

Support and networks
Both City Regions have specialist Account Managers to 
provide ongoing support for businesses in key sectors, 
including help with skills and recruitment, finding suppliers, 
innovation, investment planning and property issues.  
Our Account Managers work alongside UKTI Investor 
Development Teams to support foreign-owned businesses.

Strong and supportive industry networks have been  
built-up in both City Regions over a number of years, 
supported by member organisations such as Medilink.

Property 
We have a large and varied land and property portfolio 
made up of numerous commercial and industrial assets, 
for purchase or to lease. Many development sites provide 
direct motorway access. Our stock includes modern 
industrial units tailored to the latest manufacturing  
and distribution processes, landmark city centre office 
developments ideal for headquarter operations, and  
a range of high quality incubation/soft landing centres. 
These provide flexible terms and grow-on space,  
on-site business support and access to innovation 
expertise through our university network. 

Costs compare well with other parts of the UK,  
particularly other areas with strong innovation  
assets to support knowledge-intensive services.

Industrial space 2011 - average price per m2 (£) 
Source: HM Valuation Office

            Small industrial                 Large industrial

Office space 2011 - average price per m2 (£) 
Source: HM Valuation Office
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Enterprise Zones 
The UK’s Enterprise Zones are specific areas where a 
combination of financial incentives and reduced planning 
restrictions apply. The zones are designed to encourage 
the creation of new businesses and jobs, thereby helping 
to support both local and national growth. 

All Enterprise Zones benefit from:
•  A business rate discount worth up to £275,000  

per business over a five year period
•  Government help to develop radically simplified  

planning approaches for the zone using, for example, 
Local Development Order powers

•  Government support to ensure that superfast broadband 
is rolled out throughout the zone, achieved through 
guaranteeing the most supportive regulatory 
environment and, if necessary, public funding

•  Some Enterprise Zones also benefit from 100%  
first year capital allowances for plant and machinery

There are seven main development areas with Enterprise 
Zone status in Sheffield and Leeds City Regions, all  
well-connected sites along the M1 corridor. We have 
prioritised the development of modern manufacturing  
and technology-based enterprises for these areas. 

•  Leeds Aire Valley (M1 Junction 45)  
Targeted at medical, low carbon and advanced 
manufacturing uses, all four sites within the Aire Valley 
Leeds enterprise zone have planning consents already  
in place for a range of employment uses. 

  Covering a total of 142 hectares of prime development 
land, the sites are strategically located along the route of 
the East Leeds Link Road, a £32 million dual carriageway 
which links Leeds city centre to the M1 motorway. 

 www.airevalleyleeds.com/ez

The primary development sites in the Sheffield City Region 
Enterprise Zone can be found at the following locations:

•  Advanced Manufacturing Park (M1, junction 33)  
Many world-leading manufacturing firms and technology 
thought leaders are already located on this purpose-built 
site, offering huge potential for collaboration and major 
capital investment. Sites at this location are ‘development 
ready’, offering a range of options for large scale premises, 
ideal for advanced manufacturing, hi-tech engineering 
and research and development enterprises.

•  Tinsley Park (M1, junction 33/34)  
Clustered around the M1 and adjacent to Europa Link, 
this well-connected area offers a number of sites suitable 
for a range of heavy duty uses and bespoke development. 
This location is also in close proximity to the Advanced 
Manufacturing Park, offering a number of opportunities 
for collaboration with like-minded companies already 
based in the Sheffield City Region.

•  Markham Vale (M1, junction 29A)  
At the southern gateway to the Enterprise Zone this vast 
development site straddles the M1, offering the potential 
for a mix of uses, including heavy industrial and a range 
of functions that will support modern manufacturing and 
technology businesses.

•  Europa Link (M1, junction 33)  
Located close to the Advanced Manufacturing Park  
and adjacent to Tinsley Park, this site offers a range  
of sites perfect for modern manufacturers providing 
manufacturing services, as well as research and 
development organisations.

•  Ashroyd and Shortwood Business Park (M1, junction 37) 
These Business Parks in Barnsley provides development 
opportunities for light industrial and manufacturing 
businesses. It is well suited to small and medium-sized 
businesses looking to grow in niche markets, who will 
benefit from co-locating with similar-sized businesses  
in complementary sectors in the local area.

•  Templeborough (M1, junction 34)  
Development sites at this location offer opportunites  
for high-quality light and general industrial space,  
along with supporting offices ideal for incubation 
and start-up space for SMEs.

Sites in the Sheffield City Region offer 100% Enhanced 
Capital Allowance for companies making significant 
investment in plant and machinery.

www.sheffieldenterprisezone.co.uk

Specialist Business Locations
•  York Biocentre  

The Biocentre provides access to the University of  
York’s outstanding expertise, research and facilities  
in the fields of Bioscience, Biology and Chemistry. 
Numerous bioscience based companies are located in 
the centre and around the York area, making the park 
the premier choice for new and established scientific 
companies. In addition to fully serviced offices and a 
range of support facilities, the Bio Centre features ACDP 
Cat 2 laboratory facilities with the ability to convert to Cat 3.

  The Biocentre is a state of the art facility for biotechnology 
start-up and established companies looking to grow 
their organisation. Offering a range of fully flexible 
laboratory suites and adjoining offices along with great 
business support and development, the Biocentre offers 
the perfect location to facilitate commercial success.  
enquiries@yorksciencepark.co.uk

•  Leeds Innovation Health Hub (LIHH) 
LIHH is being developed with partners in the manufacturing, 
healthcare and academic sectors. Currently at the 
location shortlist stage, the ambition is to create a  
world-leading hub for medical and healthcare innovation. 
The aim is establish Leeds as the main centre for 
medical technology innovation in the UK, and in the top 
5 centres in the world within the next 20 years. The LIHH 
will provide a prime location for companies in the health 
and medical field seeking an innovative and supportive 
environment for their businesses.

•  Advanced Manufacturing Park (AMP)  
AMP is the UK’s premier advanced manufacturing 
technology park, providing world-class advanced 
manufacturing technology solutions to ensure competitive 
advantage for industry. Technologies on the AMP centre 
on materials and structures, covering metallic and 
composite materials; typically used in precision 
industries including; aerospace, automotive, medical 
devices, sport, environmental and energy, oil and gas, 
defence and construction.

  The AMP is home to world-class research and 
manufacturing organisations, such as; the University  
of Sheffield’s AMRC with Boeing; Rolls Royce; Castings 
Technology International (Cti); Dormer Tools, TWI’s 
Yorkshire Technology Centre and the new Nuclear AMRC.

  The AMP offers a full range of property and development 
opportunities, from small office and workshop space, 
through medium-sized hybrid and light industrial units,  
to larger custom design and build options.

Living Here
The City Regions provide an unrivalled quality of 
life. Sheffield is the only UK city to have a national 
park within its boundary (The Peak District). 
Historic York, Howarth, and the Yorkshire Dales 
are all within Leeds City Region. Our vibrant city 
centres include the UK’s largest theatre complex 
outside London, and a dining and retail offer 
to suit every taste. Residential property in both 
City Regions is roughly one-third of the price of 
equivalent London property.

Leeds and Sheffield are among the safest cities 
in the UK, with low crime-rates. We can offer an 
excellent choice of schools, including a number 
offering international qualifications.

Average residential property prices 2012
Source: Land Registry House Price Index
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Contact us
Leeds City Region
Denise Kaye 
Inward Investment Manager

T: +44 (0)113 395 2810 
E: Denise Kaye@leeds.gov.uk

www.investleedscityregion.com

Sheffield City Region
Ellen Cutler 
Investment Director

T: +44 (0)7717 881 934 
E: ellen.cutler@sheffieldcityregion.org.uk

www.sheffieldcityregion.org.uk/investment

With thanks to Medilink Yorkshire and  
Yorkshire Universities for providing information. 

www.medilink.co.uk  
www.yorkshireuniversities.ac.uk

Photography:  Claro Precision Engineering  
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Kirstall Precision Ltd
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